THE PAST AND THE GREAT STATE

is the head. Essentially the social unit is the
Family, and even where as in Mahomedan countries
there is no legal or customary restriction upon
polygamy, monogamy still prevails as the ordinary
way of living. Unmarried women are not esteemed,
and children are desired. According to the dangers
or securities of the region, the nature of the culti-
vation and the temperament of the people, this
community is scattered either widely in separate
steadings or drawn together into villages. At one
extreme, over large areas of thin pasture this agri-
cultural community may verge on the nomadic; at
another, in proximity to consuming markets it may
present the concentration of intensive culture.
There may be an adjacent Wild supplying wood,
and perhaps controlled by a simple forestry. The
law that holds this community together is largely
traditional and customary, and almost always as
its primordial bond there is some sort of temple and
some sort of priest. Typically the temple is de-
voted to a local God or a localized saint, and its
position indicates the central point of the locality,
its assembly place and its market. Associated
with the agriculture there are usually a few imper-
fectly specialised tradesmen, a smith, a garment-
maker perhaps, a basket-maker or potter, who
group about the church or temple. The community
may maintain itself in a state of complete isolation,
but more usually there are tracks or roads to the
centres of adjacent communities, and a certain
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